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Viking Identities: Scandinavian Jewellery In England (Medieval History And
Archaeology)
The best new research on medieval clothing and textiles, drawing from a range of disciplines.
This edited volume delves into the current state of Iron Age and Early Medieval research in the North. Over
the last two decades of archaeological explorations, theoretical vanguards, and introduction of new
methodological strategies, together with a growing amount of critical studies in archaeology taking their
stance from a multidisciplinary perspective, have dramatically changed our understanding of Northern Iron
Age societies. The profound effect of 6th century climatic events on social structures in Northern Europe, a
reintegration of written sources and archaeological material, genetic and isotopic studies entirely
reinterpreting previously excavated grave material, are but a few examples of such land winnings. The aim of
this book is to provide an intense and cohesive focus on the characteristics of contemporary Iron Age
research; explored under the subheadings of field and methodology, settlement and spatiality, text and
translation, and interaction and impact. Gathering the work of leading, established researchers and field
archaeologists based throughout northern Europe and in the frontline of this new emerging image, this
volume provides a collective summary of our current understandings of the Iron Age and Early Medieval Era in
the North. It also facilitates a renewed interaction between academia and the ever-growing field of
infrastructural archaeology, by integrating cutting edge fieldwork and developing field methods in the corpus
of Iron Age and Early Medieval studies. In this book, many hypotheses are pushed forward from their expected
outcomes, and analytical work is not afraid of taking risks, thus advancing the field of Iron Age research, and
also, hopefully, inspiring to a continued creation of new knowledge.
The Viking Great Army that swept through England between AD 865 and 878 altered the course of British
history. Since the late 8th century, Viking raids on the British Isles had been a regular feature of life, but the
winter of 865 saw a fundamental shift that would change the political, economic and social landscape forever.
Instead of making quick smash-and-grab summer raids for silver and slaves, Vikings now remained in England
for the winter and became immersed in its communities. Some settled permanently, acquiring land and
forming a new hybrid Anglo-Scandinavian culture. The Viking army was here to stay. Its presence was a
catalyst for new towns and new industries, while transformations in power politics would ultimately see the
rise of King Alfred the Great and make Wessex the pre-eminent kingdom of Anglo-Saxon England. Drawing on
the most up-to-date discoveries and the latest scientific techniques, the authors recent research at the Viking
Great Armys winter camp at Torksey in Lincolnshire has revolutionized what we know about its size, activities
and social makeup, as has the wealth of newly recovered evidence from metal-detectorists. Unfolding like a
great detective story, this account traces the movements of the Great Army across the country, piecing
together a new picture of Viking Age England in unprecedented detail, from swords, coins, jewelry and the
burials of great warriors to the everyday objects that ordinary farmers and craftsmen discarded. It is the
definitive story of a vital period in British history.
A personal history of Peter Wade-Martins archaeological endeavour in Norfolk set within a national context. It
covers the writer’s early experiences as a volunteer, the rise of field archaeology as a profession and efforts to
conserve archaeological heritage.
Viking-age Treasure
Trees and Timber in the Anglo-Saxon World
Scandinavian Jewellery in England
Re-imagining Periphery
Draupnir's Sweat and Mardöll's Tears
The Viking Diaspora
The Women of the Viking World

What does the ‘Dark Ages’ mean in contemporary society? Tackling public engagements through
archaeological fieldwork, heritage sites and museums, fictional portrayals and art, and
increasingly via a broad range of digital media, this is the first-ever dedicated collection
exploring the public archaeology of the Early Middle Ages.
The Archaeology of the 11th Century addresses many key questions surrounding this formative
period of English history and considers conditions before 1066 and how these changed. The impact
of the Conquest of England by the Normans is the central focus of the book, which not only
assesses the destruction and upheaval caused by the invading forces, but also examines how the
Normans contributed to local culture, religion, and society. The volume explores a range of
topics including food culture, funerary practices, the development of castles and their impact,
and how both urban and rural life evolved during the 11th century. Through its nuanced approach
to the complex relationships and regional identities which characterised the period, this
collection stimulates renewed debate and challenges some of the long-standing myths surrounding
the Conquest. Presenting new discoveries and fresh ideas in a readable style with numerous
illustrations, this interdisciplinary book is an invaluable resource for those interested in the
archaeology, history, geography, art, and literature of the 11th century.
Far from being just 'wild, barbaric, axe-wielding pirates', the Vikings created complex social
institutions, oversaw the coming of Christianity to Scandinavia and made a major impact on
European history through trade, travel and far-flung consolidation. This encyclopedic study
brings together the latest research on Viking art, burial customs, class divisions, jewellery,
kingship, poetry and family life. The result is a rich and compelling picture of an
extraordinary civilisation.
The aim of this work is to attempt to verify the theoretical concepts associated with the idea
of trade and merchants activities in the 10th - 12th century within the extensive body of
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written sources available. The main case study is trading within the range of the influence of
the Ottonian Empire and Byzantium.
Skates Made of Bone
Crossing Boundaries
Interdisciplinary Approaches to the Art, Material Culture, Language and Literature of the Early
Medieval World
Viking-Age Transformations – Volume II
Kingship, Society, and the Church in Anglo-Saxon Yorkshire
The Open Fields of England
Investigating Landscape Change from 1500 BC to AD 1086
While traditional studies of dress and jewellery have tended to focus purely on reconstruction or
descriptions of style, chronology and typology, the social context of costume is now a major research
area in archaeology. This refocusing is largely a result of the close relationship between dress and
three currently popular topics: identity, bodies and material culture. Not only does dress constitute an
important means by which people integrate and segregate to form group identities, but interactions
between objects and bodies, quintessentially illustrated by dress, can also form the basis of much wider
symbolic systems. Consequently, archaeological understandings of clothing shed light on some of the
fundamental aspects of society, hence our intentionally unconditional title. Dress and Society
illustrates the range of current archaeological approaches to dress using a number of case studies drawn
from prehistoric to post-medieval Europe. Individually, each chapter makes a strong contribution in its
own field whether through the discussion of new evidence or new approaches to classic material.
Presenting the eight papers together creates a strong argument for a theoretically informed and
integrated approach to dress as a specific category of archaeological evidence, emphasising that the
study of dress not only draws openly on other disciplines, but is also a sub-discipline in its own
right. However, rather than delimiting dress to a specialist area of research we seek to promote it as
fundamental to any holistic archaeological understanding of past societies.
This volume explores the changes that occurred during the Viking Age, as Scandinavian societies fell in
line with the larger forces that dominated the Insular world and Continental Europe, absorbing the
powerful symbiosis of Christianity and monarchy, adapting to the idea of royal lineage and supremacy,
and developing a buzzing urbanism coupled with large-scale trade networks. Presenting research on the
grand context of the Viking Age alongside localised studies, it contributes to the furthering of
collaborations between local and ‘outsider’ research on the Viking Age. Through a diversity of
approaches on the Viking homelands and the wider world of the Vikings, it offers studies of a range of
phenomena, including urban and rural settlements; continuity in the use of places as well as new types
of places specific to the Viking Age; the social significance of change; the construction and
maintenance of social identity both within the ‘homelands’ and across large territories; ethnicity; and
ideas of identity and the creation and recreation of identity both at home and abroad. As such, it will
appeal to historians and archaeologists with interests in Viking-Age studies, as well as scholars of
Scandinavian studies.
How did medieval people define themselves? And how did they balance their identities as individuals with
the demands of their communities? Lives, Identities and Histories in the Central Middle Ages intertwines
the study of identities with current scholarship to reveal their multi-layered, sometimes contradictory
dimensions. Drawing on a wide range of sources, from legal texts to hagiographies and biblical exegesis,
and diverse cultural and social approaches, this volume enriches our understanding of medieval people's
identities - as defined by themselves and by others, as individuals and as members of groups and
communities. It adopts a complex and wide-ranging understanding of what constituted 'identities' beyond
family and regional or national belonging, such as social status, gender, age, literacy levels, and
displacement. New figures and new concepts of 'identities' thus emerge from the dialogue between the
chapters, through an approach based on life-histories, lived experience, ethnogenesis, theories of
diaspora, cultural memory and generational change.
This book is a study of communities that drew their identity and livelihood from their relationships
with water during a pivotal time in the creation of the social, economic and political landscapes of
northern Europe. It focuses on the Baltic, North and Irish Seas in the Viking Age (ad 1050–1200), with a
few later examples (such as the Scottish Lordship of the Isles) included to help illuminate less welldocumented earlier centuries. Individual chapters introduce maritime worlds ranging from the Isle of Man
to Gotland — while also touching on the relationships between estate centres, towns, landing places and
the sea in the more terrestrially oriented societies that surrounded northern Europe’s main spheres of
maritime interaction. It is predominately an archaeological project, but draws no arbitrary lines
between the fields of historical archaeology, history and literature. The volume explores the complex
relationships between long-range interconnections and distinctive regional identities that are
characteristic of maritime societies, seeking to understand communities that were brought into being by
their relationships with the sea and who set waves in motion that altered distant shores.
A Life in Norfolk's Archaeology: 1950-2016
Religion, Ritual, and Rulership in the Landscape
Medieval Trade in Central Europe, Scandinavia, and the Balkans (10th-12th Centuries)
Power, Conquest and Culture in 11th Century Europe
The Normans
Archaeology and Text in Northern Europe from Iron Age to Viking and Early Medieval Periods
A History
Viking IdentitiesScandinavian Jewellery in EnglandOxford University Press
Silver, Butter, Cloth advances current debates about the nature and complexity of Viking economic systems. It explores how silver and other commodities
were used in monetary and social economies across the Scandinavian world of the Viking Age (c. 800-1100 AD) before and alongside the wide scale
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introduction of coinage. Taking a multi-disciplinary approach that unites archaeological, numismatic, and metallurgical analyses, Kershaw and Williams
examine the uses and sources of silver in both monetary and social transactions, addressing topics such as silver fragmentation, hoarding, and coin
production and re-use. Uniquely, it also goes beyond silver, giving the first detailed consideration of the monetary role of butter, cloth, and gold in the
Viking economy. Indeed, it is instrumental in developing methodologies to identify such commodity monies in the archaeological record. The use of silver
and other commodities within Viking economies is a dynamic field of study, fuelled by important recent discoveries across the Viking world. The 14
contributions to this book, by a truly international group of scholars, draw on newly available archaeological data from eastern Europe, Scandinavia, the
North Atlantic, and the British Isles and Ireland, to present the latest original research. Together, they deepen understanding of Viking monetary and social
economies and advance new definitions of 'economy', 'currency', and 'value' in the ninth to eleventh centuries.
Items of jewellery in Icelandic society traditionally have been analysed in typological, chronological and technological terms with descriptive approaches to
discussing their presence in the archaeological record. Drawing on this research but taking a more anthropological approach, Michele Hayeur Smith looks
at jewellery as social symbols and a potential indicator of gender, status and power differences, and of spiritual and religious sentiment. Taking evidence
largely from burial contexts dating to between AD 870 and 1000, the results of her study suggest that jewellery was used to differentiate between the sexes,
and especially to draw attention to female sexual attributes, and most likely to denote differences in gender and cultural identity. The materials used to
produce jewellery, craftsmanship, technology and production are also examined in the later chapters.
This unique collection applies globalization concepts to the discipline of archaeology, using a wide range of global case studies from a group of
international specialists. The volume spans from as early as 10,000 cal. BP to the modern era, analysing the relationship between material culture, complex
connectivities between communities and groups, and cultural change. Each contributor considers globalization ideas explicitly to explore the socio-cultural
connectivities of the past. In considering social practices shared between different historic groups, and also the expression of their respective identities, the
papers in this volume illustrate the potential of globalization thinking to bridge the local and global in material culture analysis. The Routledge Handbook of
Archaeology and Globalization is the first such volume to take a world archaeology approach, on a multi-period basis, in order to bring together the scope
of evidence for the significance of material culture in the processes of globalization. This work thus also provides a means to understand how material
culture can be used to assess the impact of global engagement in our contemporary world. As such, it will appeal to archaeologists and historians as well as
social science researchers interested in the origins of globalization.
Neighbours and strangers
Danes in Wessex
Trade, Craft and Resources in Western Scandinavia
Crafts and Social Networks in Viking Towns
Continuities and Transformations
East Anglian Identities from Bede to Ælfric
The very first collection of essays written about the role of trees in early medieval England, bringing
together established specialists and new voices to present an interdisciplinary insight into the
complex relationship between the early English and their woodlands.
__________________ THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 'A deep dive into one of the murkiest periods of our
national history ... Splendid' DAN JONES, Sunday Times 'Beautifully written, incredibly accessible and
deeply researched' JAMES O'BRIEN 'An absolute masterpiece' DAN SNOW 'Illuminates England's weird and
wonderful early history with erudition and wit' IAN HISLOP __________________ Sixteen hundred years ago
Britain left the Roman Empire and swiftly fell into ruin. Grand cities and luxurious villas were
deserted and left to crumble, and civil society collapsed into chaos. Into this violent and unstable
world came foreign invaders from across the sea, and established themselves as its new masters. The
Anglo-Saxons traces the turbulent history of these people across the next six centuries. It explains
how their earliest rulers fought relentlessly against each other for glory and supremacy, and then were
almost destroyed by the onslaught of the Vikings. It explores how they abandoned their old gods for
Christianity, established hundreds of churches and created dazzlingly intricate works of art. It charts
the revival of towns and trade, and the origins of a familiar landscape of shires, boroughs and
bishoprics. It is a tale of famous figures like King Offa, Alfred the Great and Edward the Confessor,
but also features a host of lesser known characters - ambitious queens, revolutionary saints,
intolerant monks and grasping nobles. Through their remarkable careers we see how a new society, a new
culture and a single unified nation came into being. Drawing on a vast range of original evidence chronicles, letters, archaeology and artefacts - renowned historian Marc Morris illuminates a period of
history that is only dimly understood, separates the truth from the legend, and tells the extraordinary
story of how the foundations of England were laid. __________________ 'A rich trove of ancient wonders'
IAN MORTIMER 'A fascinating journey into the world of Anglo-Saxon Britain' THE TIMES, Best Books to
Read for Summer 'A much-needed book - accessible, eminently readable ... It's a gripping story,
beautifully told' BERNARD CORNWELL, author of The Last Kingdom 'This is top-notch narrative history ...
A big gold bar of delight' SPECTATOR 'A vivid, sharply drawn story of seven centuries of profound
political change ... Superbly clear and evocative' THOMAS PENN 'A thorough and accessible account of
this important period' FINANCIAL TIMES 'Morris guides the reader with aplomb ... Rounded and nuanced'
LITERARY REVIEW '[A] compelling narrative of this turbulent time' NEW STATESMAN 'Enter the world of The
Dig with Marc Morris's The Anglo-Saxons' SUNDAY TELEGRAPH
Interdisciplinary studies are increasingly widely recognised as being among the most fruitful
approaches to generating original perspectives on the medieval past. In this major collection of 27
papers, contributors transcend traditional disciplinary boundaries to offer new approaches to a number
of themes ranging in time from late antiquity to the high Middle Ages. The main focus is on material
culture, but also includes insights into the compositional techniques of Bede and the Beowulf-poet, and
the strategies adopted by anonymous scribes to record information in unfamiliar languages. Contributors
offer fresh insights into some of the most iconic survivals from the period, from the wooden doors of
Sta Sabina in Rome to the Ruthwell Cross, and from St Cuthbert’s coffin to the design of its final
resting place, the Romanesque cathedral at Durham. Important thematic surveys reveal early medieval
Welsh and Pictish carvers interacting with the political and intellectual concerns of the wider Insular
and continental world. Other contributors consider what it is to be Viking, revealing how radically
present perceptions shape our understanding of the past, how recent archaeological work reveals the
inadequacy of the traditional categorisation of the Vikings as ‘incomers’, and how recontextualising
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Viking material culture can lead to unexpected insights into famous historical episodes such as King
Edgar’s boat trip on the Dee. Recent landmark finds, notably the runic-inscribed Saltfleetby spindle
whorl and the sword pommel from Beckley, are also published here for the first time in comprehensive
analyses which will remain the fundamental discussions of these spectacular objects for many years to
come.This book will be indispensable reading for everyone interested in medieval culture.
The Viking Diaspora presents the early medieval migrations of people, language and culture from
mainland Scandinavia to new homes in the British Isles, the North Atlantic, the Baltic and the East as
a form of ‘diaspora’. It discusses the ways in which migrants from Russia in the east to Greenland in
the west were conscious of being connected not only to the people and traditions of their homelands,
but also to other migrants of Scandinavian origin in many other locations. Rather than the movements of
armies, this book concentrates on the movements of people and the shared heritage and culture that
connected them. This on-going contact throughout half a millennium can be traced in the laws,
literatures, material culture and even environment of the various regions of the Viking diaspora.
Judith Jesch considers all of these connections, and highlights in detail significant forms of cultural
contact including gender, beliefs and identities. Beginning with an overview of Vikings and the Viking
Age, the nature of the evidence available, and a full exploration of the concept of ‘diaspora’, the
book then provides a detailed demonstration of the appropriateness of the term to the world peopled by
Scandinavians. This book is the first to explain Scandinavian expansion using this model, and presents
the Viking Age in a new and exciting way for students of Vikings and medieval history.
Angles on a Kingdom
Medieval Clothing and Textiles
Monetary and Social Economies in the Viking Age
Maritime Societies of the Viking and Medieval World
Anglo-Saxon Farms and Farming
Archaeology in an arable landscape
Lives, Identities and Histories in the Central Middle Ages
Surveys the jewellery worn by women in Scandinavian-settled areas of England in the Viking period.
Describes and illustrates these dress fittings, many of which have only recently been found. Reveals the
extent and nature of female participation in the Viking expansion, which is traditionally viewed as a
largely masculine affair.
Angles on a Kingdom analyses changing attitudes towards East Anglia within early medieval England as
revealed in several important literary texts.
This volume examines workshop waste and discusses the craftspeople in the Viking town of Kaupang
including their activities, crafted products, raw materials, skills and networks. The study focuses on
artefacts used in non-ferrous metalworking: crucibles, moulds, matrix dies, tuyeres and a unique
collection of lead models.The tools and the waste material provide a completely new understanding of the
craftspeople who were working with gold, silver, copper alloys, lead and tin. These metalworkers
mastered many different materials and techniques; indeed, they were well-informed, well-trained and
skillful, and manufactured a range of different items for women and men. There is every reason to
believe that visitors and residents perceived the non-ferrous metalworking as a defining feature of the
Viking-period town. The combination of excavations and surface surveys has produced a broad and diverse
collection of material very similar to finds in different Viking-period towns in Scandinavia including
Ribe, Birka and Hedeby. The finds show that Kaupang was an important centre for the production of
jewelry, and the craftsmen appear to have had access to a range of high quality raw materials including
brass and kaolin clay. Their activity can be traced from the earliest layers of the beginning of the 9th
Century to the early 10th Century. Altogether, the production waste from Kaupang illustrates how a range
of different social groups were involved in the process of forging an urban identity.
A TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 'As brilliant a history of the Vikings as one could possibly hope to read'
Tom Holland The 'Viking Age' is traditionally held to begin in June 793 when Scandinavian raiders
attacked the monastery of Lindisfarne in Northumbria, and to end in September 1066, when King Harald
Hardrada of Norway died leading the charge against the English line at the Battle of Stamford Bridge.
This book, the most wide-ranging and comprehensive assessment of the current state of our knowledge,
takes a refreshingly different view. It shows that the Viking expansion began generations before the
Lindisfarne raid, and traces Scandinavian history back centuries further to see how these people came to
be who they were. The narrative ranges across the whole of the Viking diaspora, from Vinland on the
eastern American seaboard to Constantinople and Uzbekistan, with contacts as far away as China. Based on
the latest archaeology, it explores the complex origins of the Viking phenomenon and traces the seismic
shifts in Scandinavian society that resulted from an economy geared to maritime war. Some of its most
striking discoveries include the central role of slavery in Viking life and trade, and the previously
unsuspected pirate communities and family migrations that were part of the Viking 'armies' - not least
in England. Especially, Neil Price takes us inside the Norse mind and spirit-world, and across their
borders of identity and gender, to reveal startlingly different Vikings to the barbarian marauders of
stereotype. He cuts through centuries of received wisdom to try to see the Vikings as they saw
themselves - descendants of the first human couple, the Children of Ash and Elm. Healso reminds us of
the simultaneous familiarity and strangeness of the past, of how much we cannot know, alongside the
discoveries that change the landscape of our understanding. This is an eye-opening and surprisingly
moving book.
The Viking Great Army and the Making of England
Viking-Age Transformations
Non-ferrous Metalworkers in Viking-period Kaupang
Into the Melting Pot
Vikings Across Boundaries
Contributions from Archaeology
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A History of the Vikings

A radical rethinking of the Anglo-Saxon world that draws on the latest archaeological discoveries This beautifully
illustrated book draws on the latest archaeological discoveries to present a radical reappraisal of the Anglo-Saxon
built environment and its inhabitants. John Blair, one of the world's leading experts on this transformative era in
England's early history, explains the origins of towns, manor houses, and castles in a completely new way, and sheds
new light on the important functions of buildings and settlements in shaping people's lives during the age of the
Venerable Bede and King Alfred. Building Anglo-Saxon England demonstrates how hundreds of recent excavations
enable us to grasp for the first time how regionally diverse the built environment of the Anglo-Saxons truly was. Blair
identifies a zone of eastern England with access to the North Sea whose economy, prosperity, and timber buildings
had more in common with the Low Countries and Scandinavia than the rest of England. The origins of villages and
their field systems emerge with a new clarity, as does the royal administrative organization of the kingdom of Mercia,
which dominated central England for two centuries. Featuring a wealth of color illustrations throughout, Building AngloSaxon England explores how the natural landscape was modified to accommodate human activity, and how many
settlements--secular and religious—were laid out with geometrical precision by specialist surveyors. The book also
shows how the Anglo-Saxon love of elegant and intricate decoration is reflected in the construction of the living
environment, which in some ways was more sophisticated than it would become after the Norman Conquest.
Ice skates made from animal bones were used in Europe for millennia before metal-bladed skates were invented.
Archaeological sites have yielded thousands of examples, some of them dating to the Bronze Age. They are often
mentioned in popular books on the Vikings and sometimes appear in children's literature. Even after metal skates
became the norm, people in rural areas continued to use bone skates into the early 1970s. Today, bone skates help
scientists and re-enactors understand migrations and interactions among ancient peoples. This book explains how to
make and use them and chronicles their history, from their likely invention in the Eurasian steppes to their
disappearance in the modern era.
Highlighting the latest archaeological evidence, Julian Richards reveals the whole Viking world: their history, society
and culture, and their expansion overseas for trade, colonization, and plunder.
Based on The English Landscapes and Identities project, this volume synthesises major available data sources of
English archaeology to provide the first comprehensive account of the English landscape over a 2500-year period, as
well as a celebration of centuries of archaeological work that has transformed our understanding of England's past.
Perceptions of the Prehistoric in Anglo-Saxon England
The Scandinavian Impact on Southern England, c. 800c. 1100
Dress and Society
GALLOWAY HOARD
English Landscapes and Identities
Personal Adornment and the Construction of Identity
Local societies in early medieval Europe
Inspired by studies of Carolingian Europe, Kingship, Society and the Church in Anglo-Saxon
Yorkshire argues that the social strategies of local kin-groups drove conversion to Christianity
and church building in Yorkshire from 400-1066 AD. It challenges the emphasis that has been
placed on the role and agency of Anglo-Saxon kings in conversion and church building. It
moves forward the debate surrounding the 'minster hypothesis' through aninter-disciplinary
case study.The kingdom of the Deirans stretched from the Humber to the Tees and the North
Sea to the Pennines between 600 and 867. The Scandinavian kings at York probably
established anadministration for much of this area between 867 and 954. The West Saxon
kings incorporated it into an English kingdom between 954 and 1066 and established the
'shire' from which the name Yorkshire derives.Members of Deiran kin-groups faced
uncertainties that predisposed them to consider conversion as a social strategy. Their decision
to convert produced a new social fraction - the 'ecclesiastical aristocracy' - with a distinctive
but fragile identity. The 'ecclesiasticalaristocracy' transformed kingship, established a network
of religious communities, and engaged in the conversion of the laity. The social and political
instabilities produced by conversion along withthe fragility of ecclesiastical identity resulted in
the expropriation and re-organization of many religious communities. Nevertheless, the
Scandinavian and West Saxon kings and their nobles allied with wealthy and influential
archbishops of York, and there is evidence for the survival, revival, or foundation of religious
communities as well as the establishment of local churches.
The Open Fields of England describes the open-field system of agriculture that operated in
Medieval England before the establishment of present-day farms surrounded by hedges or
walls. The volume encompasses a wide range of primary data not previously assembled, to
which are added the results of new research based upon a fifty-year study of open-field
remains and their related documents. The whole of England is examined, describing eight
different kinds of field-system that have been identified, and relating them to their associated
land-use and settlement. Details of field structure are explained, such as the demesne, the
lord's land, and the tenants' holdings, as well as tenurial arrangements and farming methods.
Previous explanations of open-field origins and possible antecedents to medieval fields are
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discussed. Various types of archaeological and historical evidence relating to Saxon-period
settlements and fields are presented, followed by the development of a new theory to explain
the lay-out and planned nature of many field systems found in the central belt of England. Of
particular interest is the Gazetteer, which is organized by historic counties. Each county has a
summary of its fields, including tabulated data and sources for future research, touching on
the demesne, yardland size, work-service, assarts, and physical remains of ridge and furrow.
The Gazetteer acts as a national hand-list of field systems, opening the subject up to further
research and essential to scholars of medieval agriculture.
Farming was the basis of the wealth that made England worth invading, twice, in the eleventh
century, while trade and manufacturing were insignificant by modern standards. In AngloSaxon Farms and Farming, the authors employ a wide range of evidence to investigate how
Anglo-Saxon farmers produced the food and other agricultural products that sustained English
economy, society, and culture before the Norman Conquest. The first part of the volume draws
on written and pictorial sources, archaeology, place-names, and the history of the English
language to discover what crops and livestock people raised, and what tools and techniques
were used to produce them. In part two, using a series of landscape studies - place-names,
maps, and the landscape itself, the authors explore how these techniques might have been
combined into working agricultural regimes in different parts of the country. A picture
emerges of an agriculture that changed from an essentially prehistoric state in the sub-Roman
period to what was recognisably the beginning of a tradition that only ended with the Second
World War. Anglo-Saxon farming was not only sustainable, but infinitely adaptable to different
soils and geology, and to a climate changing as unpredictably as it is today.
This book explores social cohesion in rural settlements in western Europe from 700–1050,
asking to what extent settlements, or districts, constituted units of social organisation. It
focuses on the interactions, interconnections and networks of people who lived side by side –
neighbours. Drawing evidence from most of the current western European countries, the book
plots and interrogates the very different practices of this wide range of regions in a
systematically comparative framework. It considers the variety of local responses to the supralocal agents of landlords and rulers and the impact, such as it was, of those agents on the
small-scale residential group. It also assesses the impact on local societies of the values,
instructions and demands of the wider literate world of Christianity, as delivered by local
priests.
The Routledge Handbook of Archaeology and Globalization
A Global Archaeological Perspective
Digging into the Dark Ages
The Archaeology of the 11th Century
The Children of Ash and Elm
Valkyrie
A Viking Market Kingdom in Ireland and Britain
Represents an unparalleled exploration of the place of prehistoric monuments in the Anglo-Saxon psyche, and
examines how Anglo-Saxon communities perceived and used these monuments during the period AD 400-1100.
Crafting Communities explores the interface between craft, communication networks, and urbanization in Viking-age
Northern Europe. Viking-period towns were the hubs of cross-cultural communication of their age, and innovations in
specialized crafts provide archaeologists with some of the best evidence for studying this communication. The
integrated results presented in these papers have been made possible through the sustained collaboration of a group
of experts with complementary insights into individual crafts. Results emerge from recent scholarly advances in the
study of artifacts and production: first, the application of new analytical techniques in artifact studies (e.g.
metallographic, isotopic, and biomolecular techniques) and second, the shifted in interpretative focus of medieval
artifact studies from a concern with object function to considerations of processes of production, and of the social
agency of technology. Furthermore, the introduction of social network theory and actor-network theory has
redirected attention toward the process of communication, and highlighted the significance of material culture in the
learning and transmission of cultural knowledge, including technology. The volume brings together leading UK and
Scandinavian archaeological specialists to explore crafted products and workshop-assemblages from these towns, in
order to clarify how such long-range communication worked in pre-modern Northern Europe. Contributors assess the
implications for our understanding of early towns and the long-term societal change catalysed by them, including the
initial steps towards commercial economies. Results are analyzed in relation to social network theory, social and
economic history, and models of communication, setting an agenda for further research. Crafting Communities
provides a landmark statement on our knowledge of Viking-Age craft and communication
There have been many studies of the Scandinavians in Britain, but this is the first collection of essays to be devoted
solely to their engagement with Wessex. New work on the early Middle Ages, not least the excavations of mass graves
associated with the Viking Age in Dorset and Oxford, drew attention to the gaps in our understanding of the wider
impact of Scandinavians in areas of Britain not traditionally associated with them. Here, a multidisciplinary and
interdisciplinary approach to the problems of their study is presented. While there may not have been the same
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degree of impact, discernible particularly in place-names and archaeology, as in those areas of Britain which had
substantial influxes of Scandinavian settlers, Wessex was a major theater of the Viking wars in the reigns of Alfred and
Æthelred Unræd. Two major topics, the Viking wars and the Danish landowning elite, figure strongly in this collection
but are shown not to be the sole reasons for the presence of Danes, or items associated with them, in Wessex.
Multidisciplinary approaches evoke Vikings and Danes not just through the written record, but through their impact
on real and imaginary landscapes and via the objects they owned or produced. The papers raise wider questions too,
such as when did aggressive Vikings morph into more acceptable Danes, and what issues of identity were there for
natives and incomers in a province whose founders were believed to have also come from North Sea areas, if not from
parts of Denmark itself? Readers can continue for themselves aspects of these broader debates that will be stimulated
by this fascinating and significant series of studies by both established scholars and new researchers.
Viking-Age trade, network theory, silver economies, kingdom formation, and the Scandinavian raiding and settlement
of Ireland and Britain are all popular subjects. However, few have looked for possible connections between these
phenomena, something this book suggests were closely related. By allying Blomkvist s network-kingdoms with
Sindbæk s nodal market-networks, it is argued that the political and economic character of Viking-Age Britain and
Ireland ‒ my Insular Scandinavia ‒ is best understood if Dublin and Jórvík are seen as being established as nodes
of a market-based network-kingdom. Based on a dataset relating to the then developing bullion economies of the
central and eastern Scandinavian worlds and southern Scandinavia in particular, it is argued that war-band leaders
from, or familiar with, Danish markets like Hedeby and Kaupang transposed to Insular Scandinavia the concept of
polities based on establishment of markets and the protection of routeways between them. Using this book, readers
can think of interlinked Dublin and Great Army elites creating an Insular version of a Danish-style nodal market
kingdom based on commerce and silver currencies. A Viking Market Kingdom in Ireland and Britain will help specialist
researchers and students of Viking archaeology make connections between southern Scandinavia and the market
economy of the Uí Ímair ( descendants of Ívarr ) operating out of the twin nodes of Dublin and Jórvík via the initial
establishment of Hiberno-Scandinavian longphuirt and the related winter-camps of the Viking Great Army.
Silver, Butter, Cloth
The Vikings
Trade Networks and the Importation of a Southern Scandinavian Silver Bullion Economy
The Anglo-Saxons
Viking Identities
An Archaeology of Jewellery, Gender and Identity in Viking Age Iceland
Building Anglo-Saxon England
A bold new history of the rise and expansion of the Norman Dynasty across Europe from Byzantium to England In the eleventh century the
climate was improving, population was growing, and people were on the move. The Norman dynasty ranged across Europe, led by men who
achieved lasting fame like William the Conqueror and Robert Guiscard. These figures cultivated an image of unstoppable Norman success and
their victories make for a great story, but how much of it is true? In this insightful history, Judith Green challenges old certainties and explores
the reality of Norman life across the continent. There were many soldiers of fortune, but their successes were down to timing, good luck, and
ruthless leadership. Green shows the Normans’ profound impact, from drastic change in England to laying the foundations for unification in
Sicily, to their contribution to the First Crusade. Going beyond the familiar, she looks at personal dynastic relationships and the important part
women played in what at first sight seems a resolutely masculine world.
Valkyries: the female supernatural beings that choose who dies and who lives on the battlefield. They protect some, but guide spears, arrows
and sword blades into the bodies of others. Viking myths about valkyries attempt to elevate the banality of war – to make the pain and
suffering, the lost limbs and deformities, the piles of lifeless bodies of young men, glorious and worthwhile. Rather than their death being futile,
it is their destiny and good fortune, determined by divine beings. The women in these stories take full part in the power struggles and upheavals
in their communities, for better or worse. Drawing on the latest historical and archaeological evidence, Valkyrie introduces readers to the
dramatic and fascinating texts recorded in medieval Iceland, a culture able to imagine women in all kinds of roles carrying power, not just in
this world, but pulling the strings in the other-world, too. In the process, this fascinating book uncovers the reality behind the myths and legends
to reveal the dynamic, diverse lives of Viking women.
Objects of adornment have been a subject of archaeological, historical, and ethnographic study for well over a century. Within archaeology,
personal ornaments have traditionally been viewed as decorative embellishments associated with status and wealth, materializations of power
relations and social strategies, or markers of underlying social categories such as those related to gender, class, and ethnic affiliation. Personal
Adornment and the Construction of Identity seeks to understand these artefacts not as signals of steady, pre-existing cultural units and relations,
but as important components in the active and contingent constitution of identities. Drawing on contemporary scholarship on materiality and
relationality in archaeological and social theory, this book uses one genre of material culture - items of bodily adornment - to illustrate how
humans and objects construct one another. Providing case studies spanning 10 countries, three continents, and more than 9,000 years of human
history, the authors demonstrate the myriad and dynamic ways personal ornaments were intertwined with embodied practice and identity
performativity, the creation and remaking of social memories, and relational collections of persons, materials, and practices in the past. The
authors’ careful analyses of production methods and composition, curation/heirlooming and reworking, decorative attributes and iconography,
position within assemblages, and depositional context illuminate the varied material and relational axes along which objects of adornment
contained social value and meaning. When paired with the broad temporal and geographic scope collectively represented by these studies, we
gain a deeper appreciation for the subtle but vital roles these items played in human lives.
The Viking Age was a period of profound change in Scandinavia. As kingdoms were established, Christianity became the encompassing
ideological and cosmological framework and towns were formed. This book examines a central backdrop to these changes: the economic
transformation of West Scandinavia. With a focus on the development of intensive and organized use of woodlands and alpine regions and
domestic raw materials, together with the increasing standardization of products intended for long-distance trade, the volume sheds light on the
emergence of a strong interconnectedness between remote rural areas and central markets. Viking-Age Transformations explores the connection
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between legal and economic practice, as the rural economy and monetary system developed in conjunction with nascent state power and the
legal system. Thematically, the book is organized into sections addressing the nature and extent of trade in both marginal and centralized areas;
production and the social, legal and economic aspects of exploiting natural resources and distributing products; and the various markets and
sites of trade and consumption. A theoretically informed and empirically grounded collection that reveals the manner in which relationships of
production and consumption transformed Scandinavian society with their influence on the legal and fiscal division of the landscape, this volume
will appeal to scholars of archaeology, the history of trade and Viking studies.
A History of the Beginnings of England
Early Medieval Public Archaeologies
A Very Short Introduction
A Comparative Study
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